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As people of faith we know there is pain, struggle, and brokenness in our communities sometimes even just around 

the corner. We understand that there are those who feel alienated and alone. We hear of individuals and families 

that need accompaniment and compassion.  

As the health and social services general ministry for our Disciples Church, the National Benevolent Association is 

working to support and incubate Disciples leaders to start and strengthen projects and ministries which will serve 

countless individuals and families in need. These are leaders with tremendous ideas and energy to make a difference.  

From Sharyn with the Oklahoma Family Empowerment Center (OFEC), she shares, “I was approached by the 

Office of Juvenile Affairs to work on reducing the disparity of minority contact with law enforcement in Tulsa 

County.” From those initial conversations the OFEC has grown into a ministry that provides social and health 

services for youth and young people within the juvenile justice system in Tulsa County. Despite the limited 

resources, Sharyn shares a sense of renewal and excitement by the partnership of working with the wider 

church.  

From Denise in the Lubbock, Texas, she reflects how “I would love to create a grief center that would serve 

the whole Lubbock community with faith-based grief care programming and support. I would like for it to be 

seen as a sacred space of healing and wholeness.” The NBA is working with Denise in determining next steps 

in the formation of this ministry. She is committed to the healing power of faith-based grief education and to 

providing trained support to those in need.  

From Milele with Gomer’s House based in Portland, Oregon who is inspired by her staff and leaders that 

provide “amazing healing to…battered, bruised, and broken souls trapped in a world of adultery, addictions, 

codependency, and criminal activities.” Milele serves as the co-pastor of Trees of Righteousness Christian 

Church and directs Gomer’s House, which provides transitional housing and social services for those 

recovering from addictions. Just as Pastor Milele accompanies individuals that come to Gomer’s House she is 

grateful for the accompaniment she receives from the greater Disciples Church.  

Your gifts to the Disciples Mission Fund actively support these Disciples leaders and so many others. Through 

leadership training for best practices in non-profit administration, to mentoring for the development of creative 

programs and program evaluation, to sharing fundraising strategies, and providing resources for strong board 



leadership—to name only a few of the ways the NBA incubates health and social service ministries—Disciples leaders 

faithfully serve “the least of these” around the corner in our local communities.  

Please give generously to this special offering and join us in incubating and supporting our Disciples leaders and 

ministries “create communities of compassion and care.” Thank you.  

To learn more about the NBA Incubator Initiative, visit http://www.nbacares.org/incubate. 
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