
 

Council on Christian Unity 

A key element of the mission of the Council on Christian Unity is to develop future leadership for the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in our ecumenical witness and involvement -- local, national and global.  A major “training 

ground” for this work has been to send young adult Disciples to the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of 

Churches at Bossey, Switzerland, to engage in a semester’s study on the history, theology and current directions of 

the global ecumenical movement.  Bossey has thus served as a “living laboratory” of ecumenical encounter to engage 

with students from around the world representing over 30 countries and 15 Christian communions (Reformed, 

Catholic, Evangelical, Pentecostal, Anglican, Methodist, Orthodox, etc.).   

 

This year’s “Disciples Scholar” at Bossey has been Nestor Gomez, who moved from Colombia, in Latin America, to the 

United States several years ago to pursue his seminary work at Iliff Theological seminary in Denver, Colorado.  It was 

there that he came to know our church, and became a Disciples of Christ -- in large part because of our strong 

commitment to Christian unity and to seeking wholeness in a fragmented world.   

 

In reporting on his experience at Bossey earlier this year, Nestor wrote, “What can I say? Here I am living a ‘real’ 

ecumenism as an authentic and daily experience of ecumenism sharing with people from different Christian 

denominations and cultures. . . . Putting it simply, It has been such an amazing experience of knowledge joined with 

praxis.”        

Nestor will be a leader in the ecumenical movement for our church in the years ahead.  He brings a rich experience 

and gifts from his personal background as a former Evangelical from Colombia, as a “new Disciples” who has fallen in 

love with our tradition as Disciples as a people of unity, and now as a student who has lived the ecumenical vision in 

a global community.   
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