
Dear Pentecost Partner:

Launching a new church is like sailing a boat in unchartered waters. Before launching, the planter 
prepares for the journey.  Ignited with passion, a host of ideas and enormous faith, the planter 
launches the new church. In the beginning the fervor is tremendous and the planter anticipates a 
great gust of wind through the Holy Spirit to bring vitality to the church and help carry its message. 
But, some new churches discover it isn’t always smooth sailing. Sometimes the boat loses its 
ability to harness the wind and slows in the water.  But that doesn’t have to be the end of the story. 
The Holy Spirit provides a Second Wind, breathing life back into the church, making it stronger and 
more determined than ever to share the gospel and win souls for Christ.  

So it is with the entire new church movement.  Since the creation of the 2020 Vision, with the goal 
to start 1,000 churches in 1,000 ways, Disciples have planted 934 churches in the United States  
and Canada, sharing the gospel with more than 61,000 individuals who may not have had  
a relationship with Christ.  And, even though it may seem that our boat has slowed in the water, 
the fact of the matter is the new church movement is still very much on course and getting its 
Second Wind, with courageous leaders at the helm and thanks to the wind of the Holy Spirit 
that moves through faithful Disciples who support new churches through the Pentecost Special 
Offering.  

Join the Pentecost movement by celebrating the 2016 Pentecost Offering at your church on May 
15 and May 22.  Each year, one half of the offering is designated to the Region or Area in which the 
offering is taken, while the other half is used by Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation to 
support the recruitment, assessment, training and coaching of new church leaders. 

Through the Holy Spirit, a Second Wind is energizing the Disciples new church movement, making 
it a vital force for sharing God’s Word.  Hope Partnership has created a two-minute video that we 
encourage you to share with your congregation on Pentecost Sundays, May 15 and May 22. To 
access the video and other resources, and for more information about the Pentecost Offering, visit 
www.hopepmt.org. Please join Hope Partnership in praying for the Second Wind for God’s new 
churches.
 
Sincerely,
 

Gilberto Collazo
President
Hope Partnership

New: The 2016 Pentecost Offering bulletin insert included 
in this packet is a fun, hands-on activity that invites your  
congregation to add to the new church movement “fleet”  
as the Offering is being taken. We hope you enjoy using it!


